35-                Sir Philip Sidney,

fully overthrown through her long- care since the
beginning of her husband's hurt; and I am the more
careful that she should be in some strength ere she
take her journey into England, for that she is with
child, which I pray God send to be a son, if it be His
will; but, whether son or daughter, they shall be my
children too.*' Neither son nor daughter, however,
came into the world alive. Lady Sidney's wifely
x.eal had interfered with her parental responsibilities,
and her child was still-born. " The Lord hath in-
flicted us with sharpness," Leicester said in another
letter,

u I go no whither/' Fulke Grcville wrote to a fel-
low-mourner soon after the news of his friend's death
reached him. u The only question I now study is
whether weeping sorrow or speaking sorrow may
most honour his memory that I think death is sorry
for. What he was to God, his friends, and country,
fame hath told, though his expectations went beyond
her good. Give me leave to join with you in prais-
ing and lamenting him, the name of whose friend-
ship carried me above my own worth, and I fear hath
left me to play the ill poet in mine own part/* *

All England went into mourning for the dead;
Sidney. " It was accounted a sin,'* we arc told, " for
any gentleman of quality, for months after, to appear
at Court or city in any light or gaudy apparel" On
the day when the corpse was landed in England
for burial Queen Elizabeth sent a message to Sir
Francis Walsingham, saying she would have visited

* Hatfield MSB.; Fulke Greville to Archibald Douglas, (October,)
1586.